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Of the groſs Falſities which the Separate Traders 

to Africa endeavour to impoſe on the Publick, 
by a printcd Paper, intituled, An Account of the 
Ships imployed in the African Trade, &c. 


T HO the Separate Traders know very well that their Entries 


in the Cuſtom-houſe Books, is the only Rule by which theic 
Exports can be aſcertain'd ; yet Truth is fo little in their 
Thoughts, and ſo inconſiſtent with their Deſigns, that they 


induſtriouſly do all they can to ſtifle it, by continaalſy amuſing 
perplexing the Honourable Houſe-wirh fabulous Stories and falacious 
Compurations, without any real Foundation but their own Invention. 
By their aforefaid political Account, they pretend, or at leaſt would 

inſinuate (tho? in fact it is falſe) that they imploy ſixty one Ships yearly 

in the African Trade; and ſwell up the pretended value of their Ships 
and Exports to a moſt extravagant Degree : And the better to pre- 
vent a Deteftion of their fallacious Method of Reckoning, they take 
Care not to make any mention of the ſeveral Times when theſe Ships 
were diſpatch'd, nor to diſtinguiſh the Value of the Ships from that 
of the Cargoes ; bur, for the ſake of Brevity (or rather Confuſion) lump 
altogether at-randotn, by Hundreds and Thouſands of Pounds, without 
any ſmaller Fractions. 5 


However, to undeceive the Publick, by ſhewing the vaſt difference 
between the pretended and real Exports of the Separate Traders td 
Africa, the following Specimen may ſerve. K 


noe Wn 
Ships Names. tended Va- _— 
| „ 1 uation. * | 5 
ö 5000: oo: 0 - 2 
- 1600: 06: 00 | $70 : 12 : 06 
4000 : 0: 08 | 4 : 15 : oo 
3000 : oO: ©O 924 5 oo 
4500: oo: og 1267 : 00: oO 
3800: o: O0 1112: 19: 06 
5600 : 00 : o 1121: 12: o6 
4500 : o: oo 
3000 : ©O : o 
3000 : O00 : oo 
Davers Galley——— 4200: oo : 00 
42200 : o: 00 


Thus the ſeparate Traders would, by their Political Calculations, im- 
pole indirectly on the Credulity of ſuch as may be ſtrangers to their way 
of Computing, that in theſe 1 1 Ships they exported in one Year, Goods d 
the vilue of 32 2c0 l. Tho' it appears clearly by the Exporters own 
Oaths at the Cullom-liouſe as above that their real Exports amount on- 
ly to 11959 7 75. 54 However, to this they have a ſham Anſwer 
in reſerve, iz. That the remaining 30240 J. 12 5.7 d. is the computed 
value of their eleven Ships above named: Put ler any intelligent Perſon 
judge whether Men in their ſenſes would cver ſend out Ships of that pre- 
rended value, with ſuch trifling Cargoes; or whether would in 
My yield, by inch of Candle, the ſixth Part of that Money in 

W. . 


The ſame or the like Difference holds alſo with reſpeft to the ima- 
ginary Computation made of the pretended yearly Exports from Briffol 
to Africa; and the ridiculouſneſs of their boaſted Performances is parti 
_ expokd in another Paper, delivered this Day to the Honourable 
Hou | „ e 


All which being duly conſidered, it — hoped, that the Wiſdom 
of the Honourable Houſe will not be prevail'd upon, by ſuch Amuſe- 
' mens to do any thing that may ſeem to leſſen. the Right and Proper. 
ty of a Company, who have, at a very great Charge and Expence, 
laid the firſt rea{- Foundation of, and all along preferved the Africes 

Trade to this Nation · e FI 5 
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